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A PASSAGE IN THE EARLY HISTORY OF VIRGINIA. 


We copy the following account of a Passage in the early History of 
Virginia, as we find it published in the Virginia Gazette, of April 21st, 
1774; where it is introduced with a short preface addressed to the Prin- 
ter, in these words: 


TO THE PRINTER. 


Sir,—At a time when a Company of Monopolisers, Contrac- 
tors, and Preemptors (to speak in the Language of the Grand 
Assembly) ‘are soliciting the Crown for a Grant of a very consid- 
erable and valuable Part of this Colony to be erected into a sep- 
arate Government, I flatter myself the following Extract from a 
Manuscript Collection of Annals, relative to Virginia, cannot be 
disagreeable to your Readers, especially to the Members of our 
Legislature, to whose serious and attentive Consideration the 
important Transaction therein related is humbly submitted by the 
Compiler. 


An Event happened this Year (1642) which at first gave great 
Uneasiness to the Colony, but in the End proved advantageous 
to them, as it removed all their Apprehensions of being reduced 
to a Proprietary Government, and fixed the Constitution upon a 
firm and permanent Basis. 

The Colony had now remained seventeen Years under the im- 
mediate Government of the Crown, that is, from the Dissolution 
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of the Company in the last Year of James I. to the Year 1642, 
During this Period they had enjoyed a Felicity unknown to them 
under the Company’s Government, which had been extremely 
severe and arbitrary. Several Attempts were made to restore the 
Company’s Power and Authority, but they were constantly de- 
feated by the Vigilance of the Grand Assembly, who were deter- 
mined never more to submit to a Proprietary Government. 

In the Year 1639 the Grand Assembly appointed George San- 
dis, Esq; their Agent to the English Court, with particular In- 
structions to oppose the Re-establishment of the Company, and 
to give them the earliest Intelligence of their Machinations ; but 
this Gentleman, forgetting his Duty to his Constituents, present- 
ed a Petition to the House of Commons, in the Name of the Ad- 
venturers and Planters in Virginia, for restoring the Letters Pat- 
ent of Incorporation to the Treasurer and Company, with all the 
Rights, Powers, and Privileges, contained in their old Charter, 
except that the Right of nominating and appointing the Gover- 
nour was to be reserved to the Crown. 

When the Grand Assembly were informed of this Petition, 
they immediately passed a solemn Declaration and Protestation 
against the Company, in the Form of an Act, in which they dis- 
claim their Agent’s Conduct, declare he had mistaken his In- 
structions, and that it never was the Meaning or Intent of the 
Assembly, or Inhabitants of the Colony, to give Way for the in- 
troducing the said Company, or ANY OTHER. 

They say, that having maturely considered the Reasons for and 
against restoring the Company, and looking back into the Con- 
dition of the Times under the Company, and comparing it with 
the present State of the Colony under his Majesty’s Government, 
we find the late Company in their Government intolerable, the 
present comparatively happy, and that the old Corporation ¢an- 
not with any Possibility be again introduced without the abso- 
‘jute Ruin and Dissolution of the Colony. 

That the Colony laboured under intolerable Calamities, by the 
many illegal Proceedings and barbarous Treatments inflicted up- 
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on divers of his Majesty’s Subjects in the Time of the said Com- 
pany’s Government. 

That the whole Trade of the Colony, to the great Grievance 
and Complaint of the Inhabitants, was monopolised by the Com- 
pany, insomuch that when any Person desired to go for England 
he had not Liberty to carry with him the Fruits of his own La- 
bour for his Comfort and Support, but was forced to bring it to 
the Magazine of the Company, and there to exchange it for un- 
profitable and useless Wares. 

That our present Happiness is exemplified by the Freedom of 
ANNUAL Assemblies, warranted to us by his Majesty’s gracious 
Instructions, by legal Trials by Juries in all criminal. and civil 
Causes, by his Majesty’s Royal Encouragement upon all Occa- 
sions to address him by our humble Petitions, which so much dis- 
tinguisheth our Happiness from that of the former Times that 
private Letters to Friends were rarely admitted a Passage. 

That the old Corporation cannot be introduced without prov- 
ing the Illegality of the King’s Proceedings against them,.so that 
all Grants since, upon such a Foundation, must be void; and if, 
as they pretend, the King had no Right to grant, our Lands held 
by immediate Grant from his Majesty must be void, and our Pos- 
sessions must give Place to their Claim, which is an invincible 
Argument of Ruin and Desolation to the Colony, as we must he 
outed of our Possessions if their Pretence take Place. And 
though it is alleged by them that the Charter of Orders from the 
Treasurer and Company (Anno 1618) gives us Claim and Right 
to be Members of the Corporation guatenus Planters, yet it ap- 
pears by the Charter that Planters and Adventurers who are 
Members of the Company are considered by themselves, and dis- 
tinguished in Privileges, from Planters and Adventurers not be- 
ing Members; and, as the King’s Grantees, we find ourselves 
condemned in the said Charter, one Clause of it pronouncing 
in these Words, ‘“ We do ordain that all such Persons as of their 
“own voluntary Will and Authority shall remove into Virginia, 
“ without any Grant from us, in a great and general Quarter 
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«Court, in Writing, under our Seals, shall be declared, as they 
‘are, Occupiers of our Lands; that is, of the common Lands of 
‘us the said Treasurer and Company.” Now if Persons who 
remove into this Country, without License from the Treasurer 
and Company, are to be deemed Occupiers of the Company’s 
Land, much more will such Grantees be deemed Occupiers of 
their Land who hold their Rights under an erroneous Judgment, 
as they pretend. 

That if the Company be revived, and they have Leave by Vir- 
tue of their Charter of Orders, publickly to dispossess us, the 
wiser World, we hope, will excuse us if we refuse to depart with 
what, next to our Lives, nearest concerns us (which are our Es- 
tates, the Livelihood of ourselves, our wives, and children) to 
the courtesy and will of such taskmasters, from whom we have 
already experienced so much oppression. 

That we will not admit of so unnatural a distance as a Com- 
pany to interpose between his sacred Majesty and us his subjects, 
from whose immediate protection we have received so many roy- 
al favours and gracious blessings. ' 

That, by such admission, we shall degenerate from our birth- 
rights, being naturalised under a monarchical and not a popular 
or tumultuary Government, depending upon the greatest num- 
ber of votes of Persons of several humours and dispositions as 
that of a Company must be granted to be, from whose general 
Quarter Courts all Laws binding the Planters here did, and would 
again, issue. 

That we cannot, without breach of natural duty and religion, 
give up and resign the Lands we hold by Grants from the King 
upon certain annual rents (fitter, as we humbly conceive, if his 
Majesty shall so please, for a branch of his own royal stem than 
for a Company) to the claim of a Corporation; for besides our 
births, our possessions enjoin us as a fealty without a Salva Fide 
aliis Dominis. 

That by the admission of a Company the freedom of our trade 
(the blood and life of a Commonwealth) will be monopolised : 
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For they who with most secret reservation, and most subtlety, 
argue for a Company, though they pretend to submit the Gov- 
ernment to the King, yet reserve to the Corporation property to 
the laud, and power of managing the trade ; which word MANA- 
GING, in every sense of it, is convertible to monopolising, and 
will subject the trade to the sole controul and direction of their 
Quarter Courts, held at so great a distance from us that it is not 
probable, or possible, for them to be acquainted with the acci- 
dental circumstances of the Colony, so as to form proper rules 
and regulations for our trade, which our Grand Assembly, ac- 
quainted with the clime and accidents thereof, have and may, 
upon better grounds, prescribe, and which in any other way will 
be destructive to us. 

That the pretence that the Government shall be made good to 
the King, that is, that the King shall nominate and appoint the 
Governour, we take, at best, to be but a fallacy and trap, not of 
capacity enough to catch men with eyes and forethought; for 
upon a supposition that the Governour shall be named and ap- 
pointed by the King, yet his dependence, so far as respects his 
continuance or removal, will, by reason of their power and in- 
terest with great men, reft in the Company, which naturally brings 
with it conformity to their wills in whatever shall be commanded, 
and we leave it to the best judgments whether such dependence 
will not be pernicious to the Colony. 

These are the great reasons given by the Grand Assembly for 
refusing to submit to a proprietary Government. But they did 
not content themselves with bare reasons for their refusal; they 
proceeded (with a firmness, resolution, and spirit, worthy the 
imitation of later times, when the rights and liberties of the Col- 
ony are invaded) to enforce their reasons by their positive decla- 
ration and Protestation, in the following remarkable words: 

We the Governour Council, and Burgesses, of this present 
Grand Assembly, having taken into serious consideration these 
and many other dangerous effects which must be concomitant in 
and from a Company or Corporation, have thought fit to declare, 
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and hereby do declare, for ourselves and all the commonality of 
this Colony, that it was never desired, sought after, or endeavour- 
ed to be sought for, either directly or indirectly, by the consent 
of any Grand Assembly, or the common consent of the people; 
and we do hereby farther declare, and testify to all the world, that 
we will NEVER admit the restoring the said Company, or any for 
or in their behalf, saving to ourselves herein a most faithful and 
loyal obedience to his most Sacred Majesty, our dread Sovereign, 
whose royal and gracious protection, allowance, and mainte- 
nance, of this our just declaration and protestation, we~doubt 
not (according to his accustomed clemency and benignity to his 
subjects) to find. 

And we do farther enact, and be it hereby enacted and mani- 
fested by the authority aforesaid, that what person or persons so- 
ever either is, or shall be HEREAFTER, any planter or adventurer, 
and shall go about, by any way or means, either directly or in- 
directly, to sue for, advise, assist, abet, countenance, or contrive, 
the reducing this Colony to a Company or Corporation, or to in- 
troduce a contract or monopoly upon our persons, lands, or 
commodities, upon due proof or conviction of any of the prem- 
ises (viz. by going about by any way or means to sue for, advise, 
abet, assist, countenance, or contrive, directly or indirectly, the 
reducing of this Colony to a Company or Corporation, or to in- 
troduce a contract or monopoly as aforesaid, upon due convic- 
tion as aforesaid) shall be held and deemed an enemy to the Col- 


ony, and shall forfeit his or their whole estate, or estates, that 


shall be found within the limits of the Colony ; the one half shall 
be and come to the publick use, the other moiety, or half, to the 
informer. : 

This Act was passed upon the first day of April 1642, with 
uncommon solemnity. It was signed by the Governour, the re- 
spective members of the Council of State, and House of Bur- 
gesses ; the seal of the Colony was affixed to it, in their presence ; 
and they immediately applied to the King, by their humble peti- 
tion, for his royal allowance and confirmation of it. 
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Having thus passed their solemn declaration and protestation, 
in which they had employed much time, the Grand Assembly 
adjourned to the second day of June the same year, by particu- 
lar Act for that purpose. At this meeting they entered upon a 
revision of the constitution, abolished from it every vestige of the 
Company’s authority, released the publick tenants from their ser- 
vitude, who, like one sort of villains, anciently in England, were, 
regardant to the lands appropriated by the Company’s charter of 
orders, for the support of the Governour and the other Officers of 
State ; established rules and forms of proceeding in the Courts 
of Law, and regulated the several parishes, by fixing their re- 
spective limits. 

After the great business of the session was finished, and they 
had banished from the constitution every appearance of the old 
Government, by regulating it upon the principles of the English 
constitution, the Grand Assembly published a remonstrance, di- 
rected to the inhabitants of the colony. In it they enumerate 
the several weighty matters that had employed their considera- 
tion, and occasioned the great length of their session; and they 
conclude with declaring their great motive for entering, at that 
time, upon a regulation of the constitution, was to establish their 
liberties and privileges, and to settle their estates, which had been 
often assaulted and threatened, and were then invaded by the 
late-Corporation: That to prevent the future designs of monop- 
olisers, contractors, and pre-emptors (ever incessant upon them, 
not only bereaving them of all cheerfulness and alacrity, but 
usurping the benefit and disposition of their labours) they appre- 
hend no time could be mispent, or Labour misplaced: That a 
firm peace to themselves and their posterity, and a future indem- 
nity from fines and impositions, they expected would be the 
fruits of their endeavours ; to which end they thought it reasona- 
ble for them, liberally and freely, to open their purses, not doubt- 
ing but all well affected persons would, with all zeal and good 
affection, embrace the purchase, amd pray to Almighty God for 
the success. 
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Within a few weeks after this Assembly broke up, their solemn 
declaration, protestation, and act against the establishment of a 
proprietary government in the Colony, was returned to them with 
the royal assent to it, in the following gracious and extensive 
words : 


Cuartes Rex. 

Trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well. Whereas we 
have received a petition from you, our Governour, Council, and 
Burgesses, of the Grand Assembly in Virginia, together with a 
declaration and protestation, of the first of April, against a peti- 
tion presented in your names to the House of Commons in this 
our kingdom, for restoring of the letters patent for incorpora- 
ting of the late treasurer and Company, contrary to your intent 
and meaning, and against all such as shall go about to alienate 
you from our immediate protection ; and whereas you desire, by 
your petition, that we should confirm this your declaration and 
protestation under our royal signet, and transmit it to that our 
Colony: These are to signify, that your acknowledgment of our 
grace, bounty, and favour, towards you, and your so earnest de- 
sire to continue under our immediate protection, is very accep- 
table unto™is; and that, as we had not before the least intention 
to consent to the introduction of any Company over that our 
Colony, so we are by it much confirmed in our resolution, as 
thinking it unfit to change a form of government, wherein (be- 
sides many other reasons given, and to be given) our subjects 
there, having had so long experience of it, receive so much con- 
tentment and satisfaction. And this our approbation of your 
petition and protestation we have thought fit to transmit to you, 
under our royal signet. Given at our court at York, the 5th of 
July, 1642. This royal declaration was thus directed, to our 
trusty and well-beloved, our Governour, Council, and Burgesses, 
of the Grand Assembly of Virginia. 

By this solemn Act of Legislation (which the Grand Assem- 
bly considered as the Magna Charta and palladium of their Lib- 
erties) the constitution of the Colony was established upon a 
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foundation which could not be altered without their own con- 
sent; so that our history does not afford an instance of any far- 
ther attempt to dismember the Colony from their immediate de- 
pendence upon the Crown, except that in the Year 1674 the 
Lords Arlington and Culpeper obtained a grant, for the term of 
31 years, from Charles II. of all the lands, rights, jurisdictions, 
quitrents, and other royalties within the Dominion of Virginia. 
But this grant was so vigorously and firmly opposed by the Grand 
Assembly that it was vacated and surrendered to the Crown, as 
will be more particularly related in the course of these Annals. 


VARINA. 


That portion of Sir Thomas Dale’s settlement on the north 
side of James River, including Farrar’s Island, formed by the 
great bend known as “The Dutch Gap,” (which, after a circuit 
of seven miles, forms an isthmus of only three hundred and sixty 
feet across from water to water,) and extending down the river 
for three miles, to a swamp, contained a large tract of fertile 
land which produced tobacco so nearly like that of Varina, in 
Spain, as to induce the first planters to call the place by that 
name. 

Varina is rich in historical associations and recollections. It 
was here that Sir Thomas Dale, sometime Governor of Virgi- 
nia, in the early days of the colony, had his house and plantation 
where he usually resided. It was here also that ‘‘ master” John 
Rolfe, sometime secretary of the colony, had his habitation, and 
cultivated a fine tract of land. And it was here that having mar- 
ried Pocahontas, at Jamestown, under the eye and sanction of 
Sir Thomas Dale, in the year 1613, he tived with her in happy 
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wedlock ; “and ever after,” as Stith writes, ‘‘ they had friendly 
trade and commerce, as well with Powhatan himself, as with all 
his subjects.” 

When the county of Henrico was subsequently formed, in the 
year 1634, the court-house was located near the river, in the cen- 
tre of the settlement, and a portion consisting of two hundred 
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acres of this land (including the court-house,) was laid off fora | — 


Glebe for the parish of Henrico. Not far from the court-house, | 


and nearer to the river, a comfortable parsonage was built of brick, 
for the residence of the parson, or rector. About this time, 
Thomas Rolfe, the only son of John Rolfe and Pocahontas, own- 
ed the farm which had been his father’s, adjoining the Glebe, and 
on which his grandson, John Bolling, afterwards resided. There 


was indeed quite a village around the court-hosue. An uncom- 


monly large oak, with a wide-spreading limb occasionally used 
as a gallows, standing near the court-house, was alive and flour- 
ishing twenty years ago. 

The last occupant of the Parsonage at Varina, was the Rev. 
William Stith, who wrote his History of Virginia here, about the 
year 1746. He preached alternately in the church at Four-mile 
Creek, (so called from its distance from Henrico,) and in St. 
John’s church, on Richmond Hill. Mr. Stith was succeeded by 
the Rev. Miles Selden, who residéd near Richmond. Some years 
after the death of Parson Buchanan, the Glebe was sold to Pleas- 
ant Aikin, who demolished the old and substantial court-house 
erected in the year 1636, and now not a vestige of it can be seen. 
The sites, however, of the Parsonage, and of Bolling’s and Bul- 
lington’s houses, may yet be traced. The site of the old town 
of Henrico, two miles above, affords a beautiful water-view. The 
breast-work thrown up by Sir Thomas Dale, is distinctly visible, 
and the bricks, though scattered about, still indicate the positions 
of the houses in the town. 
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THE ENGAGEMENT OF NORTHAMPTON. 


We submit the following copy of an interesting document which has 
been obligingly transcribed for us, at our request, from the original in an 
old Record Book in the Court of Northampton County, in which we late- 
ly read it ourselves, not without some trouble to our eyes, from the strange 
characters in which it is written. It obviously relates to the time of the 
surrender of Virginia to the British Parliament, or rather to Cromwell 
who had sent out a naval force to reduce our loyal and refractory colony 
tohis sway. This event, it will be remembered, occurred in March 1651, 
and the Articles of Surrender are dated the 12th of that month. (See 
Hen. Stat. at Large, vol. I, p. 263.) Yet the caption of this paper is 
dated the 11th of the month, before the Surrender—though the signa- 
tures, it seems, were not added till the 25th, &c., after it. We may in- 
fer from this, that the loyal inhabitants of Northampton, were apprized 
of what was going un at Jamestown, and were moving to take their ground 
accordingly, in time. It should be noted, however, that by the terms of 
the Engagement they do not exactly surrender to the British Parliament, 
whose authority they were not prepared to acknowledge ; but only agree 
to yield a peaceable and orderly obedience to it, as to the government de 
facto, if not de jure: a fair distinction, and, no doubt, a piece of sound 
discretion. 


“The Engagm’t tendred to ye Inhabitants of Northampton 
County Eleaventh of March 1651. Ano. 1651. 

Wee whose Names are subscribed; doe hereby Engage and 
promise to bee true and faithfull to the Commonwealth of Eng- 
land as it is nowe Established without Kinge or House of Lords— 


25 of March. 
Nathan’ll Littleton Argoll Yardley Jno. Stringer 
Obedience Robins Wm. Waters Rich. Vaughan 
Edm. Scarburgh Wm. Jones Tho. Johnson 
Edw. Douglas Thos. Sprigge Dan’ll Baker 
Peter Walker Jno. Dye Thomas Hint 
Wm. Andrews, Senr. X’ofer Maior Tho. Figby 
Nich. Waddelone Allex. Harryson Robert Marryott 
Allex. Addison Wa. Munds Jno. Parkes 


James Barnabye Francis Flood Wa. Stanley 
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Jno. Pannell 
Sam'll Sone 
Jno. Denman 
James Berry 
Phillipp Farrant 
Jno. Tilney 
Sampson Robins 
Jno. Ellis 
Jeffery Minshatt 
Georgine Hacke 
Rich. Hamby 
Edw. Harrington 


Edm. Mathews 


Jno. Custis 

Jno. Johnson, Junr. 
Farmer Jones 

Jno. Dixon 

Jno. Taylor 
Mathew Stone 
Tobine Selve 

Rich. Nottingham 
Nehemiah Coventon 
Francis Morgan 
Wm. Ward 

Jno. Johnson, Senr. 
Edw. Southren 
Jno. Merryfin 
Dan’!l Chad well 
Jno. Teeslocke 
Jno. Coulson 

Jno. Machaell 

Jno. Cornley 
Rich. Newell 

Jno. Lee 

Phill. Merrydayr 
Edw. Moore 


Steph. Stringer 
X’ofer Jarvis 
Nich. Scott 
Anth. Hodgskins 
Jno. Nuthall 
Wm. Whittington 
Wm. Coake 
Ben. Cowdrey 
Levyne Denwood 
Robert Andrews 
Ben. Mathews 


X’ofer Calvert 
Ambrose Dixon 
Wn. Horose 
Robt. Blake 
Rich. Hill 

Jno. Pott 

Edw. Marshall 
Jno. Dolling 
Charles Scarburgh 
Walter Willyams 
Wm. Stephens 
Jno. Thacher 
Rich. Smyth 
David Wheatley 
Robert Berry 
Wm. Preeneinge 
Tho. Butterie 
Jno. James 
Tho. Price 
Rich. Baily 
Rich. Hudson 
Rich. Alleyn 
Jno. Lewis 


Jno. Johnson, Senr. 


Jno. Ayres 

Robert Harryson 
Luke Billington 
Randolfe Hutchinson 
Nich. Granger 
Tho. Truman 
Allex. Madoxe 
Henr. Armitradinge 
Steph. Charlton 
Jno. Parramore 
Jno. Robearts 
X’ofer Dixon 


Tricessimo die Marty 1651. 


Wm. Luddington 


Steph. Horsey 
Jno. Robbinson 
Symon Binley 
Jno. Hinman 
Jno. Ceulson 
Phill. Mathews 
Edw. Leene 
James Johnson 
Elial Hartree 
Charles Ratliffe 
Jno. Graye 


‘ Jno. Willyams 


Randall Revell 
Wm. Smyth 
Wm. Custis 
Tho. Miller 
Robert Baily 

Jno. Whitehead 
Armstrong Foster 


Wm. Andrews, Junr. 


Sam‘! Calvert 
Francis Goodman 
Jno. Willyams 
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Edw. Moore Wn. Gaskins Wm. Corner 
Jno. Brillyant Nicholas Jueyre Rich. Smyth 
Jno. Rutter Jomes Adkinson Sam’! Robins 
Andrew Hendrye Wm. Gower Jno. Garnell 
Antho. Carpentr Wm. Boucher David Kiffyn 
Jno. Wise Jno. Juhnson, Junr. Jno. Browne 
Wm. Taylor Wm. Jorden Wm. Moultr 
Jno. Waleford X’ofer Kirke Wm. Browne 
Mick. Richett Tho. Savage Rich. Kellam 
Rich. Bunducke Saml. Smothergall Jno. Edwards 
Tho. Clarke Wm. Coleburne Wm. Melliagr 
Tho. Crecro Allex. Maddoxe Raph’ll Hudson 
Saml. Jones Saml. Powell Rich. Teggr 
Henr. White James Brewce Samuil Gouldfine. 


Recordnt’r vicesimo die mensie Augusty Ano. 1652. 
Teste, Epa. Matuews, Cle. Cur. 
26 of July 1653, in open Court Leift: Sprigge subscribed this 
Ingagm’t, THO. SPRIGGE. 
Teste, 
Epa. Matuews, Clec. Cur. Count. Northampton. 


FITZHUGH’S LETTERS. 


We are indebted to our esteemed correspondent in Fredericksburg, for 


the vollowing copies of some old letters, which he introduces to us in 
these words: 


“Dear Sir,—I happen to have, protempore, a manuscript 
volume containing copies of letters written at different times be- 
tween 1679 and 1699, by a certain ‘Wm. ffitzhugh,’ (as he spells 
his name,) who lived somewhere in the county of Stafford, and 
as tradition says, at Bedford, in what is now King George. It 
would seem that he was a lawyer of reputation, and a planter 
too. He was counsel for Robert Beverley, and we have some 
letters relative to that famous case, which though they throw no 
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light’on the facts connected with the ‘ plant-cutting,’ are never- 
theless curious in regard to the history of legal proceedings in 
this country. 

I send you a few letters from this book by way of sample, and 
may send you more hereafter. 

The Letters to Mathews are given not merely because he was 
sometime Governor of the Colony, but because he is believed to 
have been the first of our manufacturers, and as such should be 
remembered with due honor. 


J. M. 
Fredericksburg, June 8, 1848. 


To Capt. Fras. Partis, at §c. 
Juty 1st, 1680. 


Sir,—The above is a copy of my former June 11th, 1680. 
I have no new matter to add, only I would have you be very care- 
full of my flax, hemp and hay seed, two bushels of each of which 
T have sent for, because we now have resolved a cessation from 
making Tobo. next year. We are also going to make Towns.* 
If you can meet with any tradesmen that will come in and live 
at the Towns, they may have large privileges and communitys. 
I would have you bring me in a good Housewife. I do not in- 
tend or mean [her] to be brought in as the ordinary servants are ; 
but to pay for her passage, and agree to give her fifty Shillings, or 
three pound a year during the space of five years; upon which 
terms I suppose good servants may be had, because they have 
their passage clear and as much wages as they can have there. 
I would have a good one or none. I looke upon the generality 
of wenches you usually bring in not worth the keeping. I ex- 
pect to hear from you by all conveniencys, for I assure you I let 
slip none to tell you I am, &c. 

I would have you bring me two large paper bookes; one to 


* Vide Act of June 1680—Hen. Stat. at Lar.: Vol. II., p. 471. 
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contain about fourteen or fifteen Quire of Paper; another about 
ten Quire; and one other small one. 
July 1st, 1680. 
Per Capt. Fowler. 


To Capt. Thos. Mathews, at Cherry Point. 
Juty 3rp, 1681. 


Sir,—I have this Conveniency by Nat. Garland to acquaint 
you that I cannot receive answers to a third of the letters I send 
you. I believe there may be some miscarriages, but not so ma- 
ny but that one in three comes to hand. Friends at a distance 
want the happiness of seeing one another; yet a friendly com- 
munication by letters is not barred, which I should much rejoice 
in. I assure you I let slip no opportunity; and should be glad 
you would use but a friendliness therein. I hope Distance has 
not occasioned forgetfulness. 

Nat. Garland tells me you have made a great and profitable 
progress in your linnen manufacture, which I heartily congratu- 
late ; wishing that as you give good example to others, you may 
reap benefit thereby to yourself. 

Sir, I have here enclosed sent a letter to Mr. Alexander Broa- 
dy, with his papers inclosed in it. I have left it open for your 
perusal, &c.—after which I desire you will seal it and get it a 
safe conveyance to his hand. 

My wife and self salute you and your good lady. With our 
respects and service, I am 


Your w. ff. 
To Capt. Thomas Mathews, at Cherry Point. 
Avucust 24TH, 1681. 


S1r,—Yours by Christopher Warner bearing date 29th July, 
I have received. Am glad to hear of your and Lady’s health 
therein, which I have also been satisfy’d in by Mrs. Rogers, who 
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has been in our parts, and whom IJ have intreated to be the Con- 
veyor of this. 

I do not approve of your term project for the advancement of 
a most usefull and advantageous manufacture, which I believe in 
time, when necessity and use shall have reduced more to follow, 
will be found more profitable and advantageous to a generall 
Commerce than the greatest probability can imagine from this 
superfluous staple that at present custom hath rendered suitable 
to the generality ; by reason one is of absolute necessity, the 
other a thing indifferent and more obliged to the fancy than any 
real worth in itself. 

Absolute necessity of business calls me abroad so often that I 
am glad when I can have some leisure at home. I am taking of 
some, and assure yourself that you shall be one of the first whom, 
when I get time, I intend to visit. 

Necessity as ’tis the mother of Invention, so ’tis the Nurse of 
Industry ; which has so far been cherished here that there’s lit- 
tle of any wool left in our parts not wrought up either in stock- 
ings, &c.: therefore no hopes of the purchase of any here. 

Mine and wive’s best respects salute you and your good Lady. 
Continuance of that health and happiness you at present enjoy is 
wished by 

Your w. ff. 


To Mr. John Buckner, December 3, 1681. (Extract.) 


Esq’r Wormley likewise at the same time assured me that he 
would take care to pay you £20 more upon my account, which 
I doubt not but before this he has done. What remains I will 
hereafter take care honestly to pay, but hope you will make me 
some abatement of your dumb negro that you sold me. Had 
she been a new negro* I must have blamed my fate, not you. 


* Slaves imported were called new negroes—those born here were 
distinguished as Virginian negroes and more valued. 











ré 





THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL REGISTER. 169 


But one that you had two years I must conclude you knew her 
qualitys, which is bad at work—worse at talking ; and took the 
opportunity of the softness of my messenger to quit your hands 
of her. I will freely give you the £3. 5. 0. overplus of £20 
that he gave for her, to take her again; and will get her convey- 
ed to your hands: or hope, if my offer be not acceptable, you 
will make me some abatement of so bad a bargain. 


SCRAPS FROM A NOTE-BOOK. 
THE CAPITOL. 


Mr. Jefferson writing from Paris in 1785, to Mr. Madison, says, 
“ We took for our model, what is called the Maison Quarrée, of 
Nismes, one of the most beautiful, if not the most beautiful, and 
precious morse] of architecture left us by antiquity. It was built 
by Caius and Lucius Cesar, and repaired by Louis XIV., and 
has the suffrage of all the judges of architecture who have seen 
it, as yielding to no one of the beautiful monuments of Greece, 
Rome, Palmyra, and Balbec, which late travellers have commu- 
nicated to us.” 

Arthur Young in his Travels notices the Maison Quarree in the 
following terms :—“ It is beyond all expression, the most light, 
elegant and pleasing building I ever beheld; without any extra- 
ordinary magnificence to surprise, it rivets attention. There is 
a magic harmony in the proportions that charms the eye. One 
can fix‘on no particular part of pre-eminent beauty; it is one 
perfect whole of symmetry and grace.” 





LADY DUNMORE AND HER DAUGHTERS. 


“Lady Dunmore is here—a very elegant woman. She looks, 
speaks and moves and is a lady. Her daughters are fine sprightly 
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sweet girls. Goodness of heart flushes from them in every look.. 
How is it possible said that honest soul, our Governor, to me, 
how is it possible my Lord Dunmore could so long deprive him- 
self of those pleasures he must enjoy in such a family?) When 
you see them you will feel the full force of this observation.” 
Life of Governeur Morris. 


YORK TOWN. 


The following notice of Yorktown is found in an obsolete Vir- 
ginia poem, entitled ‘“‘ The Contest.” ‘ 


‘Far to the East where lofty cliffs ascend, 

From whence York’s gentle tide, slow gliding on 
An even course, in ample prospect lies, 

An ancient town o’erspreads the sandy glebe ; 
The healthful site (for air serene renowned) 

No putrid damps from oozy beach invades, : 
A new Montpelier this thrice happy town, 

Happy for health, for commerce, and for love, 
Fraternal love, or sacred Friendship fixed : 

Here first in dignity, as first in wealth, 

The elder Nelson lives—respected name, 

His country’s glory and her best support. 

And now, oh Nelson, would the muse proclaim 
Your private goodness and your public worth, 

‘ The patriot virtues that distend your thoughts, 
Spread on your front, and in your conduct glow.’ 
But your great mind even just applause disclaims, 
And every noble act but duty calls.” 


»C. C. 
Petersburg. 
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ORIGINAL LETTERS. 


LETTERS FROM RICHARD HENRY LEE TO PATRICK HENRY. 


The following Letters from Richard Henry Lee to Patrick Henry, 
written at different times during our revolutionary war, while the former 
was a Delegate from Virginia in the General Congress, and the lat- 
ter Governor of the Commonwealth, are copied from the originals, which 
have been obligingly communicated to us by N. F. Cabell, Esq., of War- 
minster, in these terms;—which may serve, very properly, to introduce 
them to our readers : 


Warminster, Netson Co., Juty 19, 1848. 


Dear Str,—Sometime since, while searching for certain other 
papers among the old family correspondence of Mayo Cabell, 
Esq., of Union Hill, in this county, we discovered the letters of 
which you have heard from Mr. J. C. C.—The series is broken, 
as you will perceive in looking them over, as well by the dates 
and numbers indorsed as by internal evidence. Indeed there is 
reason to believe that they are but the relics ef a much larger 
number, of which the collection was once composed. It is sup- 
posed that many years ago they were brought to Union Hill by 
Patrick Henry, Jun’r, left there by accident, mislaid, finally thrown 
aside amongst other old papers, and many of them destroyed by 
persons who were ignorant of their value. The missing letters 
of Richard Henry Lee together with the few which have been 
preserved, may have contained something like a continuous his- 
tory of the events of the Revolutionary War, and judicious re- 
flections on the state and wants of tne country during its several 
= by the great orator aud statesman, who from his position 

ad access to the best sources of information, and would freely 
impart the whole to his greater friend. Butit is needless now to 
express regret at their loss. 

The papers sent are twelve in number—viz. eight letters of 
R. H. Lee, one of General Washington, one of Timothy Pick- 
ering, and an Address of the Officers of several Virginia Regi- 
ments—all to Patrick Henry; and one letter of R. H. Lee to 
Col. Wm. Cabell, Sen’r. These papers being all of a public 
character, I presume there can be no objection to publishing 
such parts of them as you may think would be of interest to 
your readers,” &c, 


N. FRANCIS CABELL. 
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LETTERS. 
Belle View, 20th August, 1776. 


Dear Sir,—I am thus far on my way to Congress, having been 
sometime detained by the slowness. of the Workman that made 
my Carriage wheels, the old being quite shatter’d and useless. 

I have learned with much pleasure that a recovery of health 
promises your speedy return to public business, and I heartily 
wish the latter may be benefitted as it will be by your uninterrup- 
ted enjoyment of the former. 

I have been informed of two things, which if true, I think we 
may benefit from. These are, that the ships of war have all left 
our Bay, and that plenty of Salt is stored in the Islands of Ber- 
muda. Would it not be proper to fall upon some method of 
giving the Bermudians speedy notice how things are circumstan- 
ced here, that they may embrace the opportunity of supplying us 
with that useful article. The present rainy season, will I fear 
disappoint the wise measures of Convention for making salt.— 
But at all events our manufactured salt will be too late for many 
purposes, which a quick supply from Bermuda would effectually 
save. Among these, the curing of grass beef and early Pork for 
the Army, are important objects. But should our Works fail, I 
fear most extensive and powerful convulsions will arise from the 
want of Salt, to prevent which, no precautions, I think, should 
be omitted. Our enemies appear to be collecting their whole 
force at New York (except what goes to Canada) with design, 
no doubt, to make a last and powerful effort there. Our num- 
bers, it seems, increase with theirs, so that I hope we shall be 
able to parry every thrust the Tyrant can make. 

I learn from Maryland that the Counties have excluded from 
their new Convention all those that have been famous for Mode- 
ration as it is strangely called, and under this idea, that Johnson, 
Gouldsborough, Stone, and Tilghman are left out, with the new 
Delegates to Congress, Alexander and Rogers. 

I hope to have the pleasure of hearing from you at Philadel- 
phia—I mean, exclusive of public writing,—and in the mean 











‘ 
‘ 


a —™- «es = 4 »& $m A ei =o -—_—_ ~ 


my 


a wa 





Cll 


de 


ith 





THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL REGISTER. 173 


time assure you that I am with much esteem and regard dear 
Sir your affectionate friend and obedient servant, 
RICHARD HENRY LEE. 


P. S.—Be so kind as contrive the inclosed to our friend, I do 
not know rightly where he is, so you will please finish the direc- 
tion. 


Philadelphia, May 6, 1777. 


Dear Sir,—Having written to you so lately by Express this 
chiefly serves to convey my wishes that another Delegate might 
be hastened here, for the reasons you will see in the inclosed 
note, this moment put into my hands. By a late letter from 
France, we understand that our enemies have given up their plan 
of attacking Virginia for the present, in order to gratify their 
stronger resentment against New England. However, I greatly 
question their being able to do much against either, as a french 
and spanish war seems inevitable. A curious Act of Parliament 
has passed to make our opposition on the land high Treason, 
and on the Sea Piracy—And directing a place of imprisonment 
in England until it is convenient to try the offenders. It is an 
acrimonious and foolish display of Tyranny. 

I am, with great respect, dear Sir, your most obedient and 
very humble servant, RICHARD HENRY LEE. 


York in Pennsylv’a, Oct’r 28, 1777. 


Dear Sir,—The anxiety at Williamsburg cannot be greater 
than it is here to have a particular account of our late glorious 
success in the North. For nine days past, we have hourly ex- 
pected the arrival of a messenger with Gates’s magnificent In- 
ventory, and in order to a quick transmission of it, we have de- 
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tained, and stil! keep Colo. Mason’s Express. We now learn 
that Colo. Wilkinson D. Adjutant Gen. is on his way with this 
long wisht for Capitulation, by which Gen. Burgoyne and his ar- 
my have surrendered:themselves prisoners of war. Until I can 
furnish you the authentic detail, I will entertain you with the re- 
lation of our late success on the Delaware below Philadelphia. 
It must be obvious to you how important to the enemy it is, that 
they sh’d get their fleet up to the City, for this purpose they have 
made many efforts which have been repulsed with considerable 
injury to their Ships, and loss of men. The last attempt was the 
most powerful and was as follows—With 1,200 Hessian Grena- 
diers led by Colo, Count Donop, they attack’d Red Bank, a post 
held by a party of Troops under Colo. Green of Rhode Island, 
nearly opposite to Fort Island on the Jersey Shore. The attack 
was. made by storm, and they had_passed the Abbatis, gained the 
Ditch, and some of them, with Donop and his Aid Major at their 
head, had passed the Pickets, when they met so warm a recep- 
tion as to be driven back and forced to retire with great precipi- 
tation, leaving the Count and his Aid with 70 wounded in our 
hands, and upwards of 70 dead on the spot. 300 muskets with 
swords, &c., &c., are taken, one Lieut. Colo. and some inferior 
officers of the enemy are among the slain. The routed party re- 
turned to Philadelphia, crossing Delaware opposite the City. 
An attack was likewise made on Fort Mifflin by several Ships of 
War and by the Batteries on Providence Island, which was con- 
tinued long and with great.violence. At length the Ships reti- 
red and two of them getting a ground (a 64 and a 20) were quit- 
ted by the people after having set fire to them. They blew up 
with a terrible explosion. Thus the enemy were defeated and 
disappointed in this general attack. Whether they will renew 
their attempts I cannot tell, but it is probable they will. That 
you may have a better idea of this important passage I have in- 
closed you a draught made by Capt. Loyeaute of Gen. Coudrays 
Corps of Artillerists, the same gentleman whom we have recom- 
mended for the command of our Bat’n of Artillery, He is an 
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artist in the business of Artillery and not acqnainted with the 
art of the Engineer, and will most assuredly benefit our country 
much in this necessary department. I pray you Sir to interest 
yourself in procuring the appointment of this Gentleman. At 
all events it is proper that an answer be speedily sent here, that 
the Gentleman may not be unnecessafily delayed. There has 
been pains taken to get this Officer in other States, but we ha 

prevailed with him to give Virginia the preference. The Unit 
States have a very considerable quantity of field Artillery at pre- 
sent, 30 pieces of which are laying idle at Charles Town in S. 
Carolina. Suppose Virginia was to direct their Delegates to ap- 
ply te Congress for 6 or 8 of these pieces and if they are grant- 
ed to us, let them be brot to our Country, where for the present 
they may serve to instruct the men with, and be ready for use 
next Campaign if we should be visited, which I very much incline 
to think will be the case, since the enemy have been so baffled 
in the North as must, I think, discourage future efforts in that 
quarter. Capt. Loyeaute is of opinion that it would be quite pro- 
per to have that number of Field pieces at the least, for the pur- 
pose of instruction, as well as for use inwar. There are so many 
places in our Country that require to be fortified, and the use of 
Artillery is become so very important in war, that I think we 
cannot be too well and too soon acquainted with this branch of 
the art of war. These Officers of Gen. Coudrays Corps have 
only leave of absence from the Court of France for 2 years, and I 
think it will be very unwise in America not to profit from this cir- 
cumstance, so as to acquire knowledge of a necessary art which 
they understand well, and. which we are quite ignorant of. Mons. 
Loyeaute speaks english pretty well, and improves daily. The 
impatience of the Express will not suffer him #0 remain here any 
longer, and therefore we are not able to confirm the Northern 
News.—This is the first moment of fair weather since Sunday 
morning, it having been constant and heavy rain fer 4 days and 
nights past, which has prevented all intercourse with the Army 
or from the North. We shall send an Express to you immedi- 
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ately on receiving an authentic account from Gen. Gates, which 
I hope will be the case in a short time. 
I am dear Sir most affectionately yours, 
RICHARD HENRY LEE. 
Oct’r 30th, 1777, 10 o'clock in the morning. 


° York, THE 24th Nov’rR, 1777. 


My Dear Sir,—I am just favored with yours of the 14th, and 
thank you for it. Every attempt to clothe the army is commen- 
dable, upon principles both of humanity and policy. As there 
is great Trade at Charles Town, you have some chance for the 
woolens you want, altho this is the worst season for application 
on account of the many negroes they have to clothe in that 
Country. Either the Havannah or New Orleans are places where 
you may surely get Woolens and military stores. Doctor Lee’s 
letters have repeatedly assured us that at these places would be 
lodged the above articles for N. America in general, and Virgi- 
nia in particular. Small, swift sailing Vessels sent to the former 
of these places from Virginia or North Carolina, freighted with 
fine flour or Tobacco would not fail to return loaded with neces- 
saries, and by pushing into some of the Inlets on the sea coast 
of North Carolina, might avoid the British cruisers that infest our 
Bay and the goods be safely brot overland. This appears to me 
the most expeditious and the most certain way. By this method, 
the blankets and cloaths might yet be in season to help the Sol- 
diers before the winter is over. With respect to the loan of 
money at the Havannah or N. Orleans, I am not able to form a 
judgement whether it can be effected or not, the latter most pro- 
bably, because Dr. Lee was able to get but a'small sum immedi- 
ately from Spain for Congress, altho he expected a larger credit 
from Holland thro’ the mediation and security of Spain. Add 
to this the great probability of immediate war in Europe, from 
which Spain will not be detached. I remember Dr. Lee in 
many of his letters to me previous to his visit to Spain, said he 
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should endeavor to negotiate a loan from that Court for Virginia 
and South Carolina—to support (as he said) the credit of our 
paper money. Since his return from Spain he only mentions 
cloaths and military stores thet would bewlodged at Havannah 
and Orléans forour use. For the purpose of securing the-credit 
of our money o@@ great emergence, it were to be wished a cre- 
dit could be obtained as you propose, and therefore I think it 
will not be amiss to make the experiment. As for goods they 
may be had in the way of Barter. Indeed, I understood Dr. 
Lee, that the military stores and cloathing would be delivered 
with’t immediate pay of any kind. We formerly sent you the 
contents of a letter on this subject to Congress, which is all that 
has been received, unless it be a Spanish letter from the Governor 
of N. Orleans which Mr. Morris took away to get translated, and 
it has not yet been returned. You shall have it when we get it. 
Mons. Loyeaute declines the Directorship of the Academy. He 
is a young Gentleman of high family, of fortune, and ardent in 
pursuit of military glory. His father, who is General in the 
Artillery of France has taken pains to instruct this his Son from 
his earliest youth, and he is, you may be assured, a Proficient. 
He is sober, temperate, as a soldier should be, and seems to have 
notie of the fashionable vices. He says he came not here for 
money, but to search for military honor, to assist America in 
establishing her freedom, but since he cannot be employed in 
that way, he shall return to his own Country, the business of an 
Academecian better suiting Age cian with views of dis- 
tant good, than youth, and strength, and prospect of present 
action and immediate benefit to the public. I am concerned 
we have lost this Gentleman on many accounts. I am sure my 
Country will suffer for want of the knowledge he possesses. 
And the rejection of him happened at an unlucky crisis. All 
the rest of his Corps had just set out on their return to France 
because Congress would not comply with the contract Mr. Deane 
had firmly made with them in France, and which had disgusted 
them greatly. This Gentleman remained at our request, and 
altho our engagement was not absolute, it was very strong, kept 
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him from returning with his companions, and will I fear impress 
on all their minds bad ideas of the Americans, and do us no ser- 
vice ingFrance. This is well known here and the Delegates look 
rather small in the eyes of their brethren. I am sure we acted 
for the’ best, well knowing the utter deficiencyof knowledge in 
this branch with us, its necessity, and having the best grounds 
for believing this Gentleman an Adept. It is certain we went 
rather too far, I am sorry for it, but we shall be less forward’ in 
future.—Since I Jast wrote, the enemy have taken Fort Island, 
after a most gallant defenee on the part of the Garrison, which 
retreated from the Island in the Night after all but two of their 
Guns were dismounted, and not more than a rod and an half of 
the works left. The enemy brought over their Culdown India- 
man between Province Island and them from which they poured 
a most dreadful Cannonade from 24 and 32 pounders, and from 
their Tops the fire of Cohorns and Musketry drove the men from 
their guns in the Fort. The better opinion yet is, that the ene- 
my cannot get their Fleet up to the City until they first remove the 
Gallies, the Chevaux de Frise, and reduce Red Banke. To ef- 
fect this latter purpose, we hear that Cornwallis with his men has 
crossed into the Jersies, and that our Army is gone down to attack 
their lines now weakened by such a powerful reinforcement sent 
away. If so, we may expect important news in a day or two. 
One Brigade from the Eastern Army, with Morgan’s Corps have 
lately joined Gen. Washington—20 Regiments are ordered from 
Gates’s Army. The Rhede Island expedition went no further 
than Providence by the misconduct, ’tis said, of old Spencer. 
There will be an enquiry. Our last intelligence from the West 
Indies which covers news from France the 4th of Sept., gives us 
abundant reason to think that a War between France and G, 
Britain is on the verge of taking place if it has not already done 
so. The F. Ambr. is ordered to demand all F. Vessels taken by 
England without the limits prescribed by Treaty, and to retire 
from the Cdurt if the demand was not complied with. The'Gov- 
ernors in the F. Islands are ordered to be in readiness for war, 
and to lay an Embargo on all Vessels bound to Europe to pre= 
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vent their falling into the enemies hands—5000 additional Troops 
are to be immediately sent to Martinique and Guadaloupe—Por- 
tugalshas acceeded to the Family Compact—Dr. Lee is ‘return- 

from Prussia having finished his busifess successfully at that 
Court. The King of Prussia has opéned*his Ports to the Ves- 
sels of the Unitéd States, and Mr. Carmichael writes, that a Ship 
loaded with Tobacco to Embden would be attended with satis- 
factory consequences. The Cargo would be returned in manu- 
factures very useful to us, and 15 or 20 pr. cent cheaper than 
from France. Cant we try this experiment at the proper season, 
which may be known by the Commercial Dictionaries. We ex- 
pect daily to receive important news from Europe. My ill state 
of health, produced by bad water, bad air, and excessive busi- 
ness, will compel me to return home in a few days for the sever- 
ity of the winter season. 

I am, with sentiments of affectionate 
Esteem and regard dear Sir yours 
RICHARD HENRY LEE. 


Greenspring, 25th Jan’y, 1778. 


My Dear Sin,—I find Mr. Ellis desirous of superintending — 
the estate of Mr. Paradise and this at the same time, and I am 
very willing to second his views in this matter, because I am sat- 
isfied it will redound to the benefit,of both estates. Heretofore 
(until lately) they have always been under the same manage- 
ment, and from their situation, and other circumstances, capa- 
ble of co-operating and assisting each other. Mr. Ellis’s fitness 
to manage both, is I believe equal toany mans. The Act of As- 
sembly lately passed for sequestering British property evidently 
designs nothing at present unfriendly to the Owners of such pro- 
Ys, and therefore I should suppose that in appointing a Com- 
missioner for the estate of Mr. Paradise, regard may properly be 
ha to the choice of a person who is at once friendlytothe pub- 

a to the Proprietor of the estate—Such a person, in this 
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instance, is Colo. Henry Lee—He is willing to undertake it, and 
he is Uncle by marriage to the Lady of Mr. Paradise. ‘Should 
these things appear to you in the light they do to me, I shalkbe 
obliged to you Sir for having the besiness so, managed as that 
Mr: Ellis may succeed in his desire. 

I have the honor to be with great esteem and’respect dear Sir 
your most affectionate and obedient 

RICHARD HENRY LEE. 


Chantilly, Nov’r 15th, 1778. 


My Dear Str,—I send’ you by this opportunity the trial of 
Gen. Lee, which be pleased to let our friends Colo. Mason, Mr. 
Wythe, and Mr. Jefferson see, after you have read it. I will not 
anticipate your judgement, the thing speaks fully for itself. In 
my public letter to you, I observe that the enemy still continue 
at N. York. Their reason for so doing is not obvious. Their 
exposure to almost certain destruction in the West Indies, their 
exceeding weakness in every part of the world where they have 
possessions, seems to demand their quitting us for other objects, 
and this I should suppose they would do if their hopes were not 
sustained by other causes than the expectation of conquest by 
force of arms. Division among ourselves, and the precipice on 
which we stand with our paper money, are, I verily believe, the 
sources of their hope. The former is'bad, but the latter is most 
seriously dangerous! Already the continental emissions exceed: 
in a seven fold proportion the sum necessary for medium; the 
State emissions added, greatly increase the evil. It would be 
well if this were all, but the forgeries of our currency are still 
more mischievous. They depreciate not only by increasing the 
quantity, but by creating universal diffidence eoncerning the 
whole paper fabric. In my opinion these Miscreants who ee 
our money are as much more criminal than most other of 
as parricide exceeds murder. The mildness of our law Wi 
deter from this tempting vice. Certain Death on conviction 
the least punishment that can be supposed to answerthe- 
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pose. I believe most nations have agreed in considering-and 
punishing the contamination of money as the highest crimes 
just society are considered and punished. Cannot the As- 

om ly be preyailed on to amend the law on this point, and by 
means of light/horse to secure the arrest, and punishment of 
these offenders, without giving them the opportunity to escape 
that now they flatter themselves with. I hope Sir,you will par- 
don my saying so much on this subject, but my afxiety arises 
from thé clear conviction I have that thé’loss of our liberty seems 
at present more likely to be derived from the &tate of our, éurren- 
cy than from all other causes. Congress is fully sensible of this, 
and I do suppose, that in order to detect forgeries and reduce 
the quantity, it will be requested of all the States to call into the 
Loan Offices the Continental emissions previous to April last, by 
compulsory laws. This is a bold stroke in finance, but necessi- 
ty, and experience in the Eastern States, sanctify the measure. 
The next cause that threatens our infant republics, is, division 
among ourselves. Three States yet refuse to Confederate, Mary- 
land, Delaware and Jersey—Indeed N. York can scarcely be said 
to have confederated since that State has signed with this con- 
dition, to be bound in case all the States confederate. Maryland, 
I fear will never come in whilst our claim remains so unlimited 
to the westward. They affect to fear our power, and they aré 
certainly envious of the wealth they suppose may flow from this 
source. It is not improbable that the secret machinations of our 
enemies are at the bottom of this. Some of the most heated 
opponents of our claim, say that if we would fix a reasonable 
limit, and agree that a new State should be established to the 
Westward of those limits, they would be content to confederate. 
What do you think Sir of our proposing the Ohio as a boundary 
to the Westward, and agreeing that the Country beyond should 
be settled for common good and make a new State on condition 
hatcompensation reasonable should be made us for Dunmore’s, 
, Christian’s, and our late expeditions. This might perhaps 
eed to and be taken well as coming freely from us. “When 
ider the difficulty of republican laws and government 
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piercing so far from the seat of Government, and the benefit in 
point of economy from having a frontier State to guard us from 
Indiam wars and the expence they create, | cannot help thinking 
that upon the whole this would be our wisest course. We should 
then probablysunmask:those who found their objection to Con- 
federacy upon the extensiveness of our claim, and by having that 
bond of union fixt foreclos¢ forever the hopes of,our enemies. 
I have-a prospect of paying my respects to you and the Assem- 
bly between this and Christmass, if the distracted state of my 
plantation affairs eam soon be put in reasonable order. I am, 
with sincere affection and esteem, dear Sir your most obedient 
humble servant 


RICHARD HENRY LEE. 


Belleview, Feb’y 10, 1779. 


My Dear Sir,—I am here in my way to Congress, and here 
1 have seen the Tyrants speech to his corrupt Parliament last 
Nov’r. It breathes war altegether, and renders it of the last im- 
portance to be prepared with a strong Army to defeat his wick- 
ed purposes. Dr. Lee writes me in Nov’r that Gen. Howe is to 
return to the command here, and he says ‘* Molochs principle 
prevails with the absolute ruler of these measures, in which if he 
cannot hope for victory he expects revenge.” Mr. Wm. Lee 
writes from Frankfort, Oct’r 15. ‘ At all events I am determin- 
ed to attend to the appointment of Virginia—My brother and 
myself have already done a good deal and I am now endeavoring 
to borrow money to complete their orders, and you may as- 
sure the State that I will do every thing that)is possible to com- 
ply with all their orders.” The Emperor and the King of Prus- 
sia have gone into winter quarters without having fought a battle. 
The former winters in Bohemia the latter in Selesia and Saxony. 
The effort seems to have been to winter the Prussians in Bohemia 


but this has been prevented netwithstanding the very great ‘Mili-. 
tary Talents of the King of Prussia and his brother. Holland! ; 


appears much more inclined to our side than that of England—- 
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It is probable the latter will fail of getting motied »assistance 
from the Dutch. 

Mons’r Penet is now on his way to look at our Cannon works 
near,Richmond. This Gentleman, combined, I wnderstand, with 
persons of mugh ability, have imported and prepose ito import 
more than 200 Workmen the most able in the art of making 
small Arms complete, and casting all kinds of Cannon. They 
propose doing every thing at their own expence, and to supply 
on contract any number of completely fitted Muskets or Cannon 
at a fixed price. They want only a fit place to sit down on. 
Your wisdom and patriotism will discover in a moment how ex- 
tensively useful it will be to our Country to have these people 
fixed with us. A just estimate being put on our works and their 
Arms, we may thus be repaid in a most useful manner the ex- 
pence we have already incurred, which will otherways, I fear, be 
loss altogether. To be independent of external aid, for these 
primary articies of defence, is surely a most capital object. I 
really think that it would require at least 100,000 stand of good 
arms and more than an hundred pieces of Cannon to put our 
State in a proper posture of defence. If you view this matter in 
the light that I do, Mr. Penet will, I am sure, meet with all pos- 
sible encouragement. 

I have the honor to be with great esteem dear Sir your most 
affectionate and obedient servant 

RICHARD. HENRY LEE. 

P. S.—The Deaneans I find are aiming at an occlusion of the 
Press, except for the admission of their libels. Monopolised 
Press and Monopolised Commerce will never do for a free Coun- 
try. 


Phila., Feb’y 28, 1779. 


Bate 
My Dear Sir,—I arrived here on the 19th, thro the worst 
roads that I ever travelled over. I find the business of faction 
here pretty much at an end by the thorough exposure of its au- 
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thor Mr. Silas Deane, who, if I am rightly informed, regrets ex- 
tremely his publication of December the 5th. But be this as it 
may, he has certainly gained nothing by it here in the public 
opinion. [inform you with pleasure Sir, that the King of France 
has formally agreed to rescind the 11th and 12thijarticles of the 
treaty of Commeitce, so that now, the only unequal parts being 
remOved, it rests upon the liberal ground of fair equality in eve- 
ry paft. We are certainly indebted to Dr. Lee’s attention for this 
beneficial alteration, for Which the honest voice of posterity will 
indubitably thank him, when the poison of wicked faction shall 
Cease't6 operate. The King of the two Sicilys has opened his 
ports to the Vessels of the United States, which is a good omen 
of Spanish attachment to our cause. Indeed we have abundant 
reason to believe that Great Britain will not get assistance from 
any power in Europe to carry on the war against us, and already 
our good Ally has made great havoc among the Privateers and 
with the Trade of our enemies. We hear that 7000 British Sea- 
men are now prisoners in the jails of old france. Notwithstand- 
ing these favorable appearances it certainly behooves us to get a 
strong army in the field, as the enemy have yet here a strength 
sufficient to do much mischief if they are not properly opposed. 
From the best accounts that I can collect, it appears that they have 
not less than 11,000 men at New York and Rhode Island. Yes- 
terday accounts from Jersey told us' the enemy had landed at 
Elizabeth Town and had burned Gov. Livingstone’s house, and 
were advancing into the country. Our army was preparing to 
resist them, and if they do not quickly return, I hope we shall 
give a good account of them. The enemy have published some 
curious letters of Mr. Braxton’s which they have intercepted, I 
am informed they will be republished here, and when they are I 
will send you the paper. 
{ am with much esteem dear Sir affectionately yours, 
RICHARD HENRY LEE. 


P. S.—The enemies attempt upon Gen. Maxwell in the Jer- 
sies has turned out to our honor and their disgrace—Instead of 
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surprising Gen. Maxwell, they were themselves surprised by his 
being prepared. The enemy were forced to retire with loss and 
disgrace, and without burning Gov. Livingstons house. 
R. H. LEE. 
March 2. 





THE NAVY OF VIRGINIA. 


CAPTAIN IVY. 


Mr. Epiror,—The readers of your “‘ Historical Register’? must 
have felt greatly indebted to your correspondent, Commodore 
Barron, for his interesting reminiscences of the Navy of Virgi- 
nia. Though its exploits may not have been performed on the 
wide ocean, or been sq brilliant as to engage much of the atten- 
tion of the general Historian, yet were they of signal service to 
our military operations, in our struggle for independence, and 
well worthy of commemoration. Its deeds were often deeds of 
daring, though confined within the shores of the Chesapeake, 
aad contributed im various ways to the success of the military 
movements by land. It was manned by the same stout hearts, 
inspired with a love of Liberty, which composed and invigorated 
our armies, and hence could not have failed honorably to acquit 
itself whenever any requisition was made upon it. Fortunately 
we are.in possession of much of its records, in the Navy Jour- 
nal, in the First Auditor's office, from which we learn that 
it was neither idle, nor inefficient ; and Mr. Cooper might have 
honored it with a more extended notice than he has done. I 
do not propose, however, to supply his deficiency at presentybut 
only to give you a brief notice of one of our revolutionary off 
cers whose memory, I think, deserves a short réecord.in your 
pages. i 

Capt, William Ivy was born on the estate which he afterwards 
inherited from his father, called “Sycamore View,” and situated 
on Tanner’s Creek, in the county of Norfolk. This estate, or a 
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portion of it, is still in the possession of. his lineal descendants, 
having been transmitted from father to son for 170 years. Very 
early in the revolutionary war, having been brought up to the 
sea, Capt. Ivy entered the naval service of the State, though not 
in his case for the reason assigned by Commodore Barren when 
he says that masters of vessels were compelled to enter the navy 
** in-order to obtain clothes switable to their decent appearance 
in public;” for at that time Capt. Ivy owned two plantations, 
and was in the habit of building vessels on them at his own cost. 
During the war, however, he suffered greatly from the depreda- 
tions of the enemy; his residence, Sycamore View, being only 
about two miles from Hampton Roads. The houses on both of 
his estates were plundered and then destroyed by fire, together 
with his crops, after the depredators had abundantly supplied 
themselves ; and about sixty of his slaves were carried off by the 
British, and never recovered. 

Capt. Ivy entered the navy purely from the impulse of an ac- 
tive and patriotic spirit ; and at first was satisfied to servé in any 
station that offered. Accordingly, we find that on the 20th of 
September, 1776, he was acting as Second Lieutenant on board 
the sloop ‘Scorpion, commanded by Capt. Wright Westcott. I 
do not know of any action in which the Scorpion was engaged; 
but she was not idle, and we may trust that her sting was not 
unfelt by the foe. Onthe 4th of November, 1776, she was or- 
dered to Portsmouth, there te be ‘“‘ put in order for making a 
cruise, and as soon as ready to return to Yorktown, and wait on 
the Board for further orders.’’—(Navy Journal, p. 100.) Those 
orders, on the 24th of December following, sent her to Freder- 
icksburg to “bring thence all the public goods in the hands of 
James Hunter.” But her return from the Rappahannock became 
80 fraught with danger, that on the 22nd of January following, 
(1777,), she was ordered to remain up that river till further orders. 
In the mean time, however, on the 2nd of that month, Captain 
Ivy had been raised to the rank of ist Lieutenant of the sloop 
Liberty, and soon afterwards, on the 7th, to that of a Captain, 
when he was'immediately engaged in the recruiting service ; for 
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we find that on that day it was “ ordered that a warrant issue for 
thirty pounds to Captain Wm. Ivy to recruit seamen for the use 
of the Navy,” &c. It was on this same day, too, that the Board 
“recommended him to his Excellency, the Governor, and the 
Honorable the Council, as a proper person to be appointed to 
the command of the sloop Liberty, in the room of Capt. Walter 
Brooke.” —(Navy Journal, Vol. 1, p. 152-3.) 

This appointment was, no doubt, the height of his ambition at 
the time, and he entered upon it with alacrity, for on the 28th of 
January, we find, that orders were issued for ammunition, provi- 
sions, and other naval stores, and some nautical instruments to 
be delivered to him. Thus equipped, we are assured that he 
sailed about in his gallant little sloop, annoying the enemy, and 
otherwise serving his country in various ways, till the close ofithe 
year 1777, or the beginning of the year 1778, when he died— 
leaving a good name behind him, which is still fondly cherished 
by his.descendants. 

I observe that Commodore Barron, in his interesting sketch of 
the Schooner Liberty, in your April number, says that “ she was 
commanded, in the commencement of our revolutionary war, by 
Captain James Barron, afterwards Commodore Barron, Senior 
officer of that Navy.’’ This is no doubt substantially true, but 
to make it strictly so, we must take the word “ commencement” 
to mean “ early part; for I find that Capt. James Barron was 
‘* recommended as Captain of the Boat Liberty,”’ on the 29th of 
March 1777, which was sometime after the war began. And, by 
the way, as we have already seen, that the sloop Liberty had been 
previously commanded by Captains Brooke and Ivy, it might be 
inferred that Capt. Barron succeeded the latter in the command 
of that vessel, which would give Capt. Ivy a very short cruise. 
But a boat, it seems, is not a sloop, but a schooner, and it wasa 
schooner Liberty which Capt. Barron commanded. There must 
have been two vessels then of the same favorite name. And in- 
deed.it would appear that there must have been three—for I find 
that mention is also made of a Brig of that name, and comman- 
ded by another Captain about the same time, viz. by Capt. Thos. 
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Lilly, on the 16th of November, 1776. On the other hand, how- 
ever, only one Liberty is mentioned in the Act of 1779, in which 
the vessels belonging to our navy are enumerated ; though that 
may not have been a full enumeration; or there may have been 
but one Liberty left at that time ; for Commodore Barron tells us 
that the Schooner Liberty was “‘ the most fortunate vessel in the 
service, and was the only one, in fact, that ran through the whole 
contest without being captured by the enemy.” 

If the above conjecture should prove correct, perhaps your 
venerable correspondent may be able.to favor us with some fur- 
ther accounts of these other Liberties, which could not but be 
very agreeable to your readers. ' 

Wishing that your Register may be eminently successful in 
illustrating the naval and other “Annals of Virginia,” 

I am, yours very truly, 
B. B. M. 





MR. WINTHROP’S ADDRESS. 


On the occasion of Laying the Corner-stone of the National Mon- 
ument to Washington. 


We noticed this Address—or the delivery of it—in our last number, 
and have since read it as it appeared in the National Intelligencer shortly 
afterwards, with great delight. It is, we think, a very proper and beau- 
tiful discourse, entirely worthy of the distinguished speaker, and, as far 
as possible, of the illustrious subject himself. The whole idea of the 
performance, indeed, strikes us as truly excellent ; the conception nearly 
perfect, and the execution if not exactly equal, yet not much inferior, to 
the design. Taking it, accordingly, as a whole, we should pronounce it 
admirable throughout ; and considering it merely as a rhetorical perform- 
ance, we may regard it as a finished specimen of art,—more like sculp- 
ture:than painting—beaming out upon us in its chiselled grace like some 
model of antiquity, at oncg pure and classical in its style, and altogether 
grand and striking in its effeet. 

With this opinion of its merits, we should be happy to record the whole 
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of this truly national Address in our Register ; but our narrow limits for- 
bid, and we can only spare room for a single extract—on the Character 
of Washington—which seems to belong to our pages. 


THE CHARACTER OF WASHINGTON, 


“In the whole history of the world it may be doubted whethet 
any man can be found who has exerted a more controlling influ- 
ence over men and over events than George Washington. To 
what did he owe that influence? How did he win—how did he 
wield, that magic power—that majestic authority, over the minds 
and hearts of his: countrymen, and of mankind? In what did 
the power of Washington consist? 

It was not the power of vast learning, or varied acquirements. 
He made no pretensions to scholarship, and had no opportuni» 
ties for extensive reading. 

It was not the power of sparkling wit, or glowing rhetoric. 
Though long associated with deliberative bodies, he never made 
a set speech in his life, nor ever mingled in a stormy debate. 

It was not the power of personal fascination. There was lit- 
tle about him of that gracious affability which sometimes lends 
such resistless attraction to men of commanding position. His 
august presence inspired more of awe than affection, and Kis 
friends, numerous and devoted as they were, were bound to him 
rather by ties of respect than of love. 

It was not the power of a daring and desperate spirit of heroic 
adventure. ‘If I ever said so,’ replied Washington, when asked 
whether he had said that there was something charming in the 
sound of a whistling bullet, ‘ if I ever said so, it was when I was 
young.’ He had no passion for mere exploits. He sought no 
bubble reputation in the cannon’s mouth. With a courage never 
questioned, and equal to every exigency, he had yet ‘a wisdom 
which did guide his valor to act in safety.’ 

In what, then, did the power of Washington tonsist?. When 
Patrick Henry returned home from the first Continental Con- 
gress, and was asked who was the greatest man in that body, he 
replied, ‘if you speak of eloquence, Mr. Rutledge, of South 
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Carolina, is the greatest orator; but if you spéak of solid infor- 
mation and sound judgment, Col. Washington is by far the great- 
est man on that floor.’ 

When, fifteen years earlier, Washington at the close of the 
French war, took his seat for the first time in the house of Bur- 
gesses of Virginia, and a vote of thanks was presented to him 
for his military services to the colony, his hesitation and embar- 
rassment were relieved by the Speaker, who said, ‘ Sit down Mr. 
Washington, your modesty equals your valor ; and that surpasses 
the power of any language that I possess.’ 

But it was not solid information or sound judgment, or even 
that rare combination of strpassing modesty and valor, great as 
these qualities are, which gave Washington such a hold on the 
regard, respect and confidence of the American people. I haz- 
ard nothing in saying that it was the high moral elements of his 
character, which imparted to it its preponderating force. His 
incorruptible honesty, his uncompromising truth, his devout reli- 
ance on God, the purity of his life, the scrupulousness of his 
conscience, the disinterestedness of his purpose, his humanity, 
generosity and justice—these were the ingredients which, blend- 
ing harmoniously with solid information and sound judgment, 
and a valor only equalled by his modesty, made up a character 
to which the world may be fearlessly challenged for a parallel.” 

It is not surprising that in contemplating such 4 character, Mr. 
W. should exclaim : 

“Tt is thus that, in contemplating the character of Washington, 
the offices which he held, the acts which he performed, his suc- 
cess as a statesman, his triumphs as a soldier, almost fade from 
our sight. It is not the Washington of the Delaware, or the 
Brandywine, of Germantown or of Monmouth; it is not Wash- 
ington, the President of the Convention, or the President of the 
republic, which we admire. We cast our eyes over his life, not 
to be dazzled by the meteoric lustre of particular passages, but 
to behold its whole pathway radiant, radiant every where, with 
the true glory of a just, conscientious, cosummate man !”’ 
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EARLY VOYAGES TO AMERICA. 


“An Account of Discoveries in the West until 1519, and of Voyages to 
and along the Atlantic Coast of North America, from 1520 to 1573. 
Prepared for the Virginia Historical and Philosophical Society, by 
Conway Robinson, Chairman of the Executive Committee, and Pub- 
lished by the Society. Svo. pp. 491. Richmond: Printed by Shep- 
herd & Colin. 1848.” 


We have looked into this volume with a degree of interest 
which, we are free to confess, we should hardly have felt in any 
other of its class in all the compass of letters. It is the work, 
and the first work, of our Virginia Historical Society—the first- 
fruits, as it were, of all its more recent labors (except some small 
sheaves of our own which are hardly worth mentioning in the 
comparison,) and we have no doubt that it will prove a grateful 
offering to the people of our State and country. It is of course 
for the most part acompilation ; but it is exactly, or at least very 
nearly all that it ought to have been. The author has evidently 
explored all the best sources of information that were accessible 
to him, from the old English collector Hakluyt, to his modern 
French follower Ternaux; and has diligently perused the more 
elegant and accomplished historians, as Washington Irving and 
others, who have polished the rude materials of coarser writers 
by their care. In making this review, he has selected the most 
valuable passages to be found in these various writers; conden- 
sed the less important portions of them, and combining both with 
some additional and very serviceable matter of his own, has given 
us a work composed of the best part of every book he has read, 
and containing all that any one would desire to know about the 
first voyagers to our country, and the first travellers in it—all in the 
compass of a single volume, which any reader of taste may ea- 
sily consult and enjoy. In doing all this we think that Mr. R. 
has obliged the State and the whole literary world, and has very 
fairly entitled himself to a large share of honorable praise. 

We ought perhaps to add, that the work has been executed 
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here in our own city, in good type, on handsome paper, and al- 
together in a most proper and becoming style. 

We commend it, accordingly, with great confidence, to all 
that favor of the public which it so amply deserves. 





THE ROSE. 


Flowers. of all hue, and without thorn the rose. 
Paradise Lost.. 


In Adam’s bower, when all was new, 
On Nature’s vernal morn, 

The fairest flower of Flora grew, 
The rose without a thorn. 


*Fwas Love’s own. flower who fondly chose. 
This one from all the rest, 

And placed it there, in sweet repose, 
On Beauty’s balmy breast.. 


But Sorrow came to Adam’s bower, 
To spoil fair Flora’s gem ; 

And fretted Love and Beauty’s flower 
With thorns about its stem. 


Yet still the rose is blooming fair, 
Above all flowers that blow, 
And Beauty still delights to wear 
The flower of Love and Woe. 


But she who wears that flower now, 
On braid or bridal wreath, 

Or on her breast, or on her brow,— 
Finds Sorrow’s thorns beneath. 


Richmond. 
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Darious Jntelligence, 


THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA. 


The following, from a pamphlet issued in Philadelphia, furnishes infor- 
mation respecting this young republic, which will be interesting to our 
readers. 

Extent.—Liberia extends from Digby, at the mouth of Poor River, on 
the north west, to Cavally River, on the south-east, between 4 deg. 20 
min. and 6 deg. 40 min. north latitude, and 7, deg. 30 min. and 11 deg. 
west longitude from Greenwich. The length of coast between Digby 
and the Cavally River is about three hundred miles. The territory of Li- 
beria extends from twenty to thirty miles inland. The right of posses- 
sion and jurisdiction over all this line, (with the exception of Young Ses- 
ters,) has been purchased by the American and the Maryland Coloniza- 
tion Society, and further purchases have since been made. 

Population.—The inhabitants of Liberia, emigrants from the United 
States and their children, number three thousand and five hundred ; and 
seven hundred occupy the Maryland colony at Cape Palmas. To these 
may be added about five hundred natives civilized and admitted to the pri- 
vileges of the polls and the rights of citizenship in general. The natives 
residing on land owned by the colony, and directly amenable to its Jaws, 
are estimated from ten thousand to fifteen thousand. The population of 
the allied tribes in the interior, who are bound by treaty to abstain from 
the slave trade and other barbarous practices, is not accurately known, 
but may be estimated at 150,000. 

Towns and Setllements.—Monrovia on the south side of Cape Mesu- 
rado, near the north-western boundary of Liberia, is the capital and chief 
place of trade. Population 1,000. The other ports, not counting those 
in the Maryland colony, are Marshall on the Sunk River, Edina, Bexley 
on the St. John’s River, Bassa Cove, and Greenville on the Sinoe River. 
The more inland towns and their adjoining settlements are Caldwell, New- 
Georgia, and Millsburgh. 

Productions of the Soil.—Coffee, sugarcane, rice, cotton, indigo, In- 
dian corn, potatoes, yams, cassadas, bananas, arrow reot, and nuts, may 
be produced in any quantity ; fruits are various and abundant. These are 
all grown in Liberia. 
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Exports.—The chief exports are camwood, palm oil, and ivory, to the 
amount of $123,690 in two years, ending September, 1843, according to 
the official returns, ‘These are brought from the interior. 

Imports.—The imports for the two years, as above, amounted to 
$157,830. 

Religious Aspect.—Churches 23 ; Communicants 1,500 ; of whom 500 
are natives and re-captured Africans. 

Education.—Schools 16; scholars 560, of whom 200 are native Afri- 
cans. ‘The Sunday schools embrace a far larger number. 


Ce 


THEORY OF VISION. 


At a late meeting of the British Association for the Advancement of 


Science, a paper was read by Sir David Brewster, entitled “ An Exam- 
ination of Berkeley’s Theory of Vision.” Sir David endeavored to over- 
throw the established theory that the idea of distance is obtained merely 
by experience, and that all objects appear to the uneducated eye as on the 
same plane. He mentioned several facts cdnnected with pinocular vis- 
sion to. show that there is a line of distance impressed naturally on the 
retina ; and‘all the instances to the contrary, derived: from the observa- 
tion of those who had’ received sight for the first time, Sir David consid- 
ered as unsatisfactory, inasmuch as the eyes of such persons were not in 
a natural state immediately after having undergone the operation of couch- 
ing. Experience proved'that children had ideas of distance, for they did 
not attempt to reach the sun and the moon, and as regards animals, this 
fact was more striking, for the duckling, on coming out: of its shell, ran 
to the distant water, and did not try to get into it as if it were within 
reach. He also mentioned some curious facts in connection with vision, 
which he thought militated directly against the Berkleyan theory. When, 
for example, a person takes hold of a cane-bottomed’ chair, and directs 
the axes of his eyes through the pattern to some point on the floor, the 
pattern of the woven. cane is seen in a position where it is not, and by no 
effort of the mind-can it be seen where it really is. The same illusion 
occurs when the eyes are directed steadily to the paper of a room, when 
the pattern is regularly placed in vertical stripes. Dr. Whewell defend- 
ed the Berkleyan theory, contending that the facts stated by Sir David 
confirmed instead-of overthrowing the theory. With reference tu the 
vision of animals, he said, that could not be adduced against.the Berk- 
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leyan theory, as it was an exhibition merely of instinct, of the nature of 
which we know nothing. It might as well be said that children do not 
walk by experience and practice because some animals run about from the 
moment of their birth. Dr. Whewell maintained that experience showed 
that children have little or no idea of distance, for if they do. not try to 
catch the sun or the moon, they frequently attempt to take hold of the 
flame of a distant candle. 


A NEW LITERARY UNDERTAKING. 


A correspondent of the Literary World says :—The greatest literary 
enterprise of the day is about to be commenced by Mr. Henry Stevens, 
the American Agent of the British Museum. He proposes to prepare a 
work to be entitled the “ Bibliographia Americana: a Bibliographical ac- 
count of the Sources of Early American Listory ; comprising a descrip- 
tion of books relating to America, printed prior to the year 1700, and of 
all books printed in America from 1543 to 1700, together with notices of 
the more important unpublished manuscripts.” The great expense which 
so vast an undertaking must call for, is to be defrayed by the subserption 
of the principal literary institutions in this country and in Europe; and 
the work is to be published under the direction of the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution at Washington, in the series of the Smithsonian Contributions to 
Knowledge. It will form one, and perhaps two volumes, similar to the 
edition of the Narrative of the Exploring Expedition, in quarto, and will 
be marked by the same elégance of mechanical] execution- which charac- 
terizes that. The materials will be obtained from all the principal public 
and private libraries of the United’ States, England; France, Germany, 
and several other European kingdoms, and the descriptions of each book 
will be unusually full and accurate. The name of the owner of each 
book, or of the library in which it may be found, will be given in connec- 
tion with the description. 

Mr. Stevens intends to employ quite a number of persons upon the 
work, and hopes to have it ready for the press in the year 1850. He will 
sail for England in the course of the next month, to commence operations 
in the Library of the British Museum, which contains the largest collec- 
tion of books relating to America: in the world. 

& 
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THE SALE AT STOWE. 


The English papers are full of accounts of the great sale of the Duke 
of Buckingham’s effects in England. This nobleman, formerly one of 
the richest in the realm, has, by a course of extravagance and profligacy, 
reduced himself to bankruptcy. All the furniture, pictures, plate and ar- 
ticles of virtu, in his celebrated mansion of Stowe, are accordingly brought 
tothe hammer. The catalogue occupies 271 pages, and the sale will 
continue thirty-five days. The manor of Stowe has been in the Buck- 
ingham family ever since the Reformation, before which period, and since 
the Norman Conquest, it belonged to the Church. The house stands in 
a park of 4000 acres. The principal entrance to the grounds is through 
a Corinthian arch, 60 feet high and 60 feet wide. The palace is 916 feet 
long, by 454 wide. The principal saloon is 60 feet long, 43 feet wide, 
564 high, and cost $60.000! The grounds are filled with temples, sta- 
tues, &c., and the palace with pictures, statues, books, prints, bronzes, 
manuscripts, old China, Hindoo trophies, stuffed birds, old tapestries, &c. 
The service of plate is of gold and silver, weighs three tons, and is worth 
nearly a million of dollars. Among the curious articles to be sold, are 
the silver toilet tables belenging to the first Duke, the favorite of James 
I, and Charles I. The whole of the articles at Stowe, cost probably 

25,000,000. 

The accumulation of such enormous wealth in one family, and its re- 
tention for so many centuries, is a forcible commentary on the different 
political institutions of England and America. 


THE FRENCH SEWING MACHINE. 


The inventor of this machine is an humble artisan who has a great 
mechanical genius, and who has been engaged for thirty years in the per- 
fection of his invention. He received a patent for it in France a few 
years ago, and it is said that for more than twenty-five years he sought 
in vain to make it work, and that the thought flashed all at once upon his 
mind regarding its true and perfect principles. The machine was intro- 
daced in London some time last year, and has attracted much attention 
in that city. It is very cheap: some are sold for twenty dollars, and the 
price, varies from that to thirty. The machine is fixed on a table, and is 
avery small box. It is worked by a treadle, and every movement of the 
foot produces a corresponding action in the needle ; so that three hundred 
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stitches can easily be made in a minute. Te hands are merely used to 
guide the material being sown, and by turning a screw the size of the 
stich is instantly varied. The machine will sew, stitch, and form cords 
and plaits. The stitch is tambor or crotchet stich. The whole value of 
the invention consists in making machinery do what was hitherto done by 
the fingers, and thus resolving a problem supposed impracticable. The 
beauty of this machine is, that it can work button holes and embroider. 
M. Magnin, who exhibited it in London, wore an entire suit worked by it, 
consisting of coat, vest, pants, and all their appurtenances. To France 
belongs the credit of the invention. M. Thimonnier is the name of the 
inventor, and his fame will go down to posterity with that of Jacquard. 
Scientific American. 


LIFE OF JOHN RANDOLPH. 


We have been permitted to turn over the manuscript of a highly inter- 
esting work forthcoming from the pen of Hon. Hugh A. Garland—the 
* Life and Times” of that eccentric and enigmatical genius, John Ran- 
dolph, whose true character, like that of Cromwell, is now neither under- 
stood nor appreciated. 

The author has ample stores, both external and internal to draw from ; 
a large, continuous and original correspondence of Randolph of Roanoke— 
as he loved to sign himself—with his most intimate friends, extending in 
one case, Dr. Breckenridge—from 1811 to 1833, and in another, Judge 
Key—from 1812 to 1823. 

Mr. Garland’s early association with the leading men, political and lit- 
erary, of the “ Old Dominion” affords him easy access to all that can 
throw any light upon the peculiarities of Virginia’s “ favorite son,” and 
being a nervous and strong thinker, as well as a writer currente calamo, 
we have every assurance that in writing the Life of one of the finest scho- 
lars of any age, he will draw from the “ well of English undefiled.” 

St. Louis Union. 


ee 


A SMALL WATCH. 


Geneva is certainly the place at which watches are brought to the 
highest perfection. M. André Liodet, who resides close to the Hotel des 
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Bergues, has just produced a master-piece in this branch of the useful! 


arts ; it is a watch, which in size does not exceed in dimenrions a five 
sous piece of France. This minute production is the result of seven 
years’ application, and goes as correctly and as long as an ordinary watch. 
Even at the present day we cannot comprehend how the Egyptians were 
enabled to move, raise, and place the enormous blocks of stone of which 
the pyramids are constructed. Will it be more easily comprehended how 
80 many microscopic pieces have been so put together as to mark the time 
with a precision equal to the most complete and finished watch !—Laving 
Age. 


miscellany. 


SELF-CULTURE. 


WEEDS, PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 


A gardener who would keep his garden in good order must be able to 
distinguish well and readily between weeds, and plants, and flowers. He 
must extirpate the weeds with diligence, tend the plants with care, and 
trim the flowers with taste. So shall his garden become both useful and 
agreeable, and amply reward his toil. 

In like manner, a man who would cultivate his mind with advantage, 
must learn to discriminate judiciously between the evil propensities he 
finds in it, the spontaneous growth of our fallen and depraved nature ; and 
the moral feelings, precious relics of our primitive humanity, with the fine 
natural sensibilities which prompt the flowering fancies of the sublime and 
beautiful, for ornament and pleasure; and he must labor with all his assi- 
duity to eradicate the evil, to improve the good, and to refine the coarse, 
until his mental field becomes as a lovely vision, and he reaps the golden 
fraits of his industry in overflowing measures of profit and delight. 

Cc. 
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MR. WIRT’S IMPROMPTU. 


Mr. Epitor,—I send you an Impromptu which was thrown off some 
years ago by Mr. Wirt, while he was a member of the bar in this city, 
on the following occasion: He was sitting one day in the Court of Ap- 
peals, listening to an argument which Mr. Wickham was making in an- 
swer to Mr. Hay on the other side, just as that wily pleader had fairly got 
his gentleman on the horns of a dilemma, and was playing with him in 
his own peculiar way, to the great amusement of all present and especial- 
ly of Mr. Warden, (an old Scotch Jawyer well known at the time,) who 
was evidently enjoying the sport with great gusto; when, observing that 
wight's expressive countenance, he wrote the following lines on a small 
slip of paper, and handed them to him. 

Wickham toss'd Hay in open Court, 
On a dilemma’s horns for sport, 
Jock, full of mirth and humor too, 
Cries, “ habet faanum in cornu.” 

Upon which, we are told the said Jock could contain himself no longer, 
but burst out into a loud laugh that madethe room ring. ‘This roused the 
court who seemed disposed to complain of the breach of order, but Mr. 
Warden, rising to apologize, gravely presented the billet to the judges 
who, reading it seriatim, readily comprehended the case, and. very good 
humoredly accepted the excuse. R. 


THE WEALTH OF NATIONS. 


The stock of materials by which any country.is rendered flourishing 
and prosperous, is its industry, its knowledge or skill, its morals, its ex- 
ecution of justice, its courage, and the national union in directing those 
powers to one point, and making them all centre in the public benefit. 

Edmund Burke. 


REMEMBERED JOYS. 


Bliss in possession will not last, 
Remember’d joys are never past ; 

At once the fountain, stream, and sea, 
They were, they are, and yet shall be. 
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GOOD LIFE—LONG LIFE, 


It is not growing like a tree, 

In bulke, doth make man better be ; 

Or standing long an oake, three hundred yeare, 

To fall a logge at last, dry, bald, and sear. 

A lilie of a day, 

Is fairer farre, in May, 

Although it fall, and die that night, 

It was the plant and flowre of light! 

In smal! proportions we just beauties see, 

And ia short measures life may perfect be. 
Ben Jonson. 


A COMPLIMENT. 
ON MISS G——. 


I wished for a crown, but of flowers, 
To make me as blest as could be; 

And the Loves, from their roseate bowers, 
Brought a Gartanp,—and gave it to me. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We return our due acknowledgments to Mrs. B , of Warrenton, for 
her obliging courtesy in allowing us to take copies of some original let- 
ters from General Washington to Colonel Baylor, which have never been 
published, and which we shall lay before our readers hereafter with great 
pleasure. 


We have several valuable communications on hand, from our friend 
C. C. and others, which shall appear in due time. 











